
The Silent Auction offered an array of unique items ranging from Cookie Lee jewelry and evening-out packages of dinner and theater 

to food specialty packages and sports memorabilia. 
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Gentle breezes and vintage surroundings welcomed guests to the 8th Annual Taste of the Valley at Fillmore’s City 

Hall Courtyard on Saturday for an afternoon of fine food, hearty brews, delicious wines and robust margaritas, a 

menu of support for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Clara Valley (B&GCSCV). 

Cuisine from the area’s finest restaurants kept guests moving from tasting table to tasting table with breaks between 

samplings to visit the Silent Auction, featuring an array of prizes as tasty as the food and liquid refreshments. 

The clubs, known as the “Positive Place for Kids!, serve thousands of children living in the river valley. Fillmore and 

Santa Paula each have a clubhouse, while the ASPIRE after school program is also available at seven Santa Paula 

elementary schools. 



Club CEO Jan Marholin said the “generous support of our guests at our events allows us to provide the children in our 

community with the services that would be otherwise unavailable to them.” The clubs provide services in five core 

areas: the arts; character and leadership; career and education; sports, fitness and recreation; and health and life skills.  

Master of Ceremonies Dave Wareham, a Ventura County Sheriff’s captain and Boys and Girls Club director, said 

those attending the Taste had a choice. Wareham noted guests could “spend your money” by bidding on auction items 

and in turn supporting club activities and programs, or “spend your money on higher taxes” that would be needed to 

fight more crime committed by those who lacked attention and alternatives.     

The Silent Auction offered an array of unique items ranging from Cookie Lee jewelry and evening-out packages of 

dinner and theater to food specialty packages and sports memorabilia. 

“It’s just a lovely day,” weather- and philanthropy-wise, said Club Board Director Ari Larson. 

“Once again this is a great-great chance to invest in our future,” and, said VCSD Captain Monica McGrath, “our 

future is our youth.” McGrath, who serves as Fillmore’s police chief and club board director, said most people “have 

no idea how it touches our heart that kids come to the club, instead of doing dope in the alley.” 

She and Wareham issued a fundraising match challenge and later there was a live auction for the highest bidder to 

have lunch with Fillmore’s city manager, fire chief, public works director and McGrath. In spite of the fact that 

Fillmore’s city manager, fire chief and public works director are one and the same - Rigo Landeros, who attended the 

event - Bill Shiells of Mupu Grill was the happy highest bidder. 

“This event is always so nice, I’m excited!” said Marholin. “Monica and Dave make the best team and everyone is 

really have a great time.” 

Tastings were constant at the restaurant tables set among the picturesque City Hall Courtyard. Karen Araiza-Reynolds 

was doing double duty, helping at the family owned La Cabaña restaurant table and as a club director, keeping an eye 

on the event. 

Longtime club supporters E. J. Harrison & Sons had a full sponsorship table including Patty Harrison, the club’s 

former board president.  

Mupu Grill, Marie Callender’s and Coco’s Pies, DJ’s Catering, Domino’s, La Fondita, Garden Market, El Pescador, 

Super A, baklava from Yanni’s, Subway Central Station, Fillmore Fire Foundation BBQ, and Beylik Farm tomatoes 

were among those offering tastings, while Starbucks, El Pescador margaritas, wines poured by Nancy and Gary 

Nasalroad and Karl Strauss beer provided liquid refreshment. 

The Mission of the Boys & Girls Club of Santa Clara Valley is to “inspire and enable all youth, especially those who 

need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, and responsible citizens.” The Boys & Girls Club of 

Santa Clara Valley offers programs and services that promote and enhance the development of boys and girls by 

instilling a sense of competence, usefulness, belonging and influence. 

For more information about the club or upcoming fundraisers, call 805-525-7910. 

 


